
Annunciation Parish - Scripture Study 11/2/21 

—-Greeting and Opening Prayer 

Any thoughts or questions from scripture passages you have read? 
- Other faith questions? 

READINGS: 
1 Kgs 17:10-16 
Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 (Praise the Lord, my soul!) 
Heb 9:24-28 
Mk 12:38-44 

GOSPEL: 
• Why beware of the scribes- what is there to be wary about?  They accept greetings and other 

marks of honor, wear long robes - what are they up to? 
• He seems to say that these things are a sham, because he the recounts “crimes.”   

• Harming of widows would be a thing that the law would prohibit - they as scribes would know 
this. 

• Recitation of lengthy prayers Jesus will clarify as a false pretext as well. 
• What is his message for us? 

• He directs their attention to the treasury. 
• Rich people put in large sums (expected perhaps), the poor widow puts in two cents.  He does 

not criticize the giving of the money to the temple.  What is he pointing to? 
• What does this serve to show to us? 
• How can we be like the widow that he seems to praise? 

• Surplus wealth vs. giving out of poverty.  How does faith fit in here?  How does God see to it that 
the generous giver is taken care of?   

FIRST READING: 
• How does this story link to the Gospel? 
• The widow (a widow again), is asked to give of her want, all that she has to sustain herself and 

her family. 
• The act of charity does not go unrewarded by the Lord.  What is the message God is sending? 

• Each story in scripture can have multiple levels of meaning that God is using to transmit 
wisdom. 

• What is the significance of Elijah saying to her “do not be afraid”? 

SECOND READING: 
• Jesus’ sacrifice is parallel to the temple sacrifices, but different, on another plain. 

• Human sanctuary vs heavenly, sacrifice of himself, no need to repeat, he does not die like 
human priests. 

• The Mass is not a repeat of the temple sacrifice (human with animal “victim”), it is a reentering 
of the one sacrifice of Jesus.  The priests merely are vessels that Christ occupies as he offers the 
one sacrifice.  It is a different order (and although played out in time) is a timeless reality. 

—-Closing Prayer 


